
Persidangan Antarabangsa Tokoh Ulama Melayu Nusantara 2019 ke-3 

Hotel Grand Blue Wave Shah Alam, Selangor. 22 Oktober 2019. e-ISBN: 978 967 2122 78 4 

  24   

DEVELOPMENT OF MOBILE APPLICATION:  

RATIB AL-ATTAS & MALAY TRANSLATION 

 

Rafiza binti Kasbun 

Jabatan Multimedia  

Fakulti Sains dan Teknologi Maklumat  

Kolej Universiti Islam Antarabangsa Selangor (KUIS) 

rafiza@kuis.edu.my 

 

Khodijah Abdul Rahman 

Jabatan Multimedia  

Fakulti Sains dan Teknologi Maklumat  

Kolej Universiti Islam Antarabangsa Selangor (KUIS) 

 diejah@kuis.edu.my 

 

ABSTRACT 

The use of Android mobile phone has becoming a norm among Malaysia citizen. 

This technology does effects the learning process, a bit much in the process of 

learning and understanding of Islam in madrasah and ‘pondok’ education in 

Malaysia. Consistent with the concept of understanding Islam and the IT technology, 

it provides opportunity to the development of mobile application in reciting Ratib Al-

Attas. This Ratib often being recite by all of the madrasah and pondok students in 

Malaysia and Indonesia, Brunei, Singapore, Middle East, and even Europe countries. 

Ratib Al-Attas is a series of zikr which has been sorted by ulama’. This research is to 

develop a mobile application named Ratib Al-Attas with Translation (Malay). It 

emphasis towards the recitation of each ayah with translation in Malay accordance to 

the majority number of Malaysia citizen do not understand the meanings of the 

recitation done in Arabic. Throughout the literature review done, there are few 

applications of Ratib that are ready to be downloaded in Play Store, however almost 

all of the applications have no translation. Some enhancements and improvements 

been injected in the application development. Moreover, graphic design in the 

application applies more Islamic feature to put it parallel to the Islamic concept. 

Other objective is to encourage Muslims to continue the recitation of this Ratib as 

nowadays everybody may get it online and for free. The use of this application is 

appropriates and coincides with the efforts of da’wah and dissemination of Islam 

knowledge in Malaysia. The benefits of technological developments shall be used in 

the efforts to approach techno centric citizen, where most of them are expecting a 

stronger Islamic ummah in the future coming generation.  

 

 

Introduction 

The use of Android mobile phone is growing extremely fast in all around the world. The 

increasing number of Android users do expands the mobile application developments. According 

to mobile devices experts, research2guidance, Android is dominating 41 percent of overall 

mobile application in the world. From games, social media and video to news, stock market and 

mind maps, the number of applications available in app stores is constantly growing. This 
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phenomenon may be useful in every fields like advertising, education, health and welfare, 

entertainment and thus in ‘da’wah’ itself the technology is needed.  

In conjunction with the increasing numbers of smartphone and mobile phone use, the 

development of mobile application may become new fieldwork that should be taken as an 

opportunity to be grabbed by all in Malaysia. It is a creative field which Malaysian idea might be 

a useful and potentially marketed to be used in one’s daily routine. Malaysian Communications 

and Multimedia Commission (MCMC) become the main supporters in mobile applications 

development to those Malaysian who fancied this field as a main career or a fieldwork to be 

explored.  

Android apps do enhanced the educations as well in Malaysia. Indirectly, it does giving 

slightly a big impact towards Islamic education in madrasah and ‘pondok’ system nowadays as 

the globalization of technology grows in the world. With that, without any refusals ICT 

technology should be injected in the madrasah and ‘pondok’ education system so that it will be 

in line with the community needs. There are several elements that should be pondered such as 

the way of delivering knowledge and ilm, qasidah and dua’ recitation, invocation toward 

Rasulullah saw and many more. Objectively, it is to make it even more energetic and interesting 

to learn more about Islam but strictly not to forget the traditional ways of grabbing ilm. The use 

of electronic media like radio, television, Internet is necessarily good enough in the efforts of 

spreading Islam towards Muslim and community. 

Thus, with all of the goodness of having technology, it drove the spirit of developing 

mobile application in recitation of Ratib Al-Attas and Translation. This recitation is actually the  

collection of zikr, Al-Quran ayahs, and duas which were prepared by  al-Habib Umar bin Abdul 

Rahman al-Attas and usually it is recited within certain times, after ‘Asar prayers or after ‘Isya’ 

prayers. This ratib arrived long ago in Malaya, Brunei, and Indonesia. It has been published in 

Malay in Singapura in a small ‘kitab’ named Fathu Rabbin-Nas which been written by al-Habib 

Husein bin Abdullah bin Muhammad bin Mohsen bin Husein al-Attas. This ratib is usually 

practices in madrasah and ‘pondok’ by their students, such as yayasan Al-Jenderami, Madrasah 

Al-Hidayah, Pusat Tahfiz Al-Amin and many more. In the meeting of Jawatankuasa Fatwa 

Negeri Johor, they claimed that there is no hitch to practice Ratib Al-Attas based on all the 

requirements that been decided by Lujnah Fatwa. 

 

Current Applications 

Community nowadays are extremely influenced with what they may get from the media 

especially smartphone. With that, this phenomenon might be useful for techno-daie to use the 

technology in their expertise or fieldwork to attract community in Islamic ways of living.  

One of the examples that coincide with the development of Ratib Al-Attas and 

Translation is the selling of CD ‘Syed Abdul Kadir Al Joofre - Ratib Al-Haddad’. The sales of 

the CD increase and it shows that Islam community in Malaysia do have the intention to recite 

ratib but by which they are busy at the same time hinder them from doing so. This CD is a 

positive alternative for them as they may listen and recite simultaneously, while driving in the 

car.  

 



Persidangan Antarabangsa Tokoh Ulama Melayu Nusantara 2019 ke-3 

Hotel Grand Blue Wave Shah Alam, Selangor. 22 Oktober 2019. e-ISBN: 978 967 2122 78 4 

  26   

 
Figure 1: Ratib Al-Haddad CD 

 

There are several Ratib mobile applications that they may get in the Google Play Store. 

One of them is Ratib Al-Attas by Kreatif Muslim 2013 (Brunei). However, lacks detected in this 

application where no translation provided in the recitation. (Figure 2). But, there is an option 

button for the user to recite with or without the Audio as a multimedia added-value element in 

the application. This is one multimedia elements that should be practiced in an application to 

attract users intensity and excitement.  

 

   
Figure 2: Ratib Al-Attas by Kreatif Muslim 

 

 Moreover, Ratib and Wirid by Daarul Hijrah Technology (2014) from Jakarta Selatan, 

Indonesia does beneficial to society because there are lots of wird which have been compiled in 

one application. However,  it is the same with Ratib Al-Attas by Kreatif Muslim, where there is 

no translation provided for reciters. This situation will leave reciters confounded with what they 

recite. (Figure 3)   
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Figure 3: Ratib & Wirid by Daarul Hijrah 

 

Same goes to Ratib Maulid Al-Atthas developed by Payback Multimedia (Mac 2015). It 

functions like a book where the pages may be latched one by one on the smartphone screen but 

still no translation provided. (Figure 4) 

 

  
Figure 4: Ratib Maulid Al-Atthas by Payback Multimedia 

 

Discussion on Ratib Al-Attas with Translation  

One of the main point in the development of Ratib Al-Attas with Translation is the translation in 

Malay. This approach will help those who do not understand Arabics to catch the meaning of 

each recitation and at the same time it helps them to really appreciate and steeped into the Ratib 

recitation. Hoping that with understandings the meaning of each recitation, one soul will go deep 

with this doa’. Ratib is doa. Doa’ is something that helps muslim to gain Allah swt pleasure and 

‘redha’.  

The development of Ratib Al-Attas with Translation is having a simple concept and yet it 

is solid and right on the track. Among the multimedia element, audio element is used so that 

reciters may activate the application with audio or with no audio while reciting. The main page 

of the apllication needs a calligraphy designer solemnity so that it looks nice with the islamic 

concept. (Figure 5) 
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Figure 5: Prototype of Ratib Al-Attas with Malay Translation 

  

 Other than that, the translation process being done by doing some research from the 

kitab Ratib Al-Attas and it is checked too by a certified translator. It is confirm that the recitation 

of Ratib does not violate or conflicting with majority Sunni worshippers. With this development 

of Ratib Al-Attas with Translation, it is expected more users to download and use it as the 

impression of the meaning of Ratib does open up one’s heart and mind to be more righteous and 

conscientious to please Allah swt.  

 

 Now, Ratib Al-Attas with Translation may be downloaded from the Google Play Store. 

Although, at the moment the development is focusing onto the translation in Malay but in the 

near future, researcher is gathering all the data as an effort to translate it in English as Ratib Al-

Attas is being practiced in African countries like Darusslam, Mombassa, and South Africa with 

the guidance of al-Habib Ahmad bin Hasan seperti al-Habib Ahmad Masyhur al-Haddad. Not to 

forget, United Kingdom, Myanmar, Rangoon, Burma India, Middle East and Eastern Europe 

countries too. May this effort of translating the application in English may benefited all muslims 

in the world.  

 

Conceptual Framework 

The development of the Ratib al-Attas application implemented the MDLC (Multimedia 

Developmetn Life Cycle) model. This model is the most consistent with its concept. This is 

because the application is intended to expand and improve the quality of existing Ratib al-Attas 

applications which may be found in the market. 
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Figure 6: MDLC Model 

 

Research Findings 

Some suggestions for app improvements are like translating it into English, putting sentence 

translation under every readable prayer, and also the audio played can be adjusted according to 

the speed of the reading. There is also feedback on the framework used, which does not need to 

use Adobe Air as a platform for this application. In addition, many provide positive feedbacks. 

Example of positive feedbacks are the convenience of this application in terms of graphics and 

interfaces. It is simple, clear and easy. All these feedback are taken into account as they can be 

improved in the future. 

 The diagram below is a feedback on this application and how it benefits all societies. 

 

 
Figure 7: User Feedback 

 

 

Conclusion 

There are many mobile applications on the market particularly in spreading the message of 

Islam. However, there are lots of improvements and enhancements need to be done to certain 
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applications especially in terms of graphical strengthening and the effectiveness use of it. Other 

than having a user friendly applications, one apllication needs to come out with giving 

significant impacts on a person who claimed to practice worship in Islam. There are several 

opinions gathered from teachers or muallim from several Islamic madrasah or ‘pondok’ about IT 

technology. Most of them agreed that technology should be used in spreading Islam but not to 

forget to seek guidance from the right muallim. So, with the development of this mobile 

application, it helps too in spreading majority Sunni worshiper’s practices for the benefit of 

present and future. The concept presented by this application is expected to give options or new 

trends in implementation as a Muslim worship without the slightest marginalize traditional 

practice which it is still need to be done. 
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