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 ;النجوم علی األرض
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  الدکتور حمید رضانیا الشیرازی

          

Introduction 

Everything has its function and every function will classify according to 

will, interest or demands of the men. For instance we know schools as a place 

where are built for educations, teachings, growing and communicate with 

others to learning or teaching. Or we know parks and gardens are places for 

pleasuring and resting for whom wants to rest or wants to exercise etc. The 

mosque in Islam is the place of worship and remembrance of Allah. Mosques 

are special places of worship for Muslims. Five times every day Muslims meet 
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in the mosque and pray together; standing before God, bowing and prostrating 

to Him. One of the many graces which Allah2 has bestowed upon the generous 

Muslim Ummah2 is that He has made the whole Earth pure, so that it serves as 

a mosque and a grand mihrab, where Allah is worshipped in every single 

corner of it, whether in the mosques, in the markets, in the streets, or at 

schools and universities, in the houses, at the frontiers and so on. 

A Muslim does not belong to a mosque in the way that a Christian might 

belong to a specific church. Any Muslim can use any mosque although, 

naturally, the nearness of one's home or place of work will often influence 

which mosque a person attends. 

For Muslims, the offering of prayers is not confined within the four walls of a 

mosque. They can pray in places other than the Mosque as well. 

                           

The whole earth is a Mosque                                            Muslims at prayer 

 

The mosque or the building that Muslims refer to as the masjid is a 

familiar sight in most parts of the world.No matter what country or era, the 

mosque is built in it is always renowned for its unique architecture and noble 

ambiance. 

In addition due to the sweeping nature of globalization most people 

know that the mosque is a house of worship; the place where Muslims offer 

prayer .But the mosque is much more than that.From the beginning, it always 
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fulfilled many needs and God willing it will continue to do so until the end of 

time as we know it. 

An orientalist, and strong evangelical Christian, Scottish colonial 

administer Sir William Muir (1819 1905CE) was for many years the West’s 

leading scholar of Islam despite the fact that he was negative and critical of 

Islam .3  

However in his book, published in 1852, The Life of Mahomet, he 

described the role of the mosque in Muslim society quite brilliantly. From the 

description, even from a man such as this, we are able to see that the mosque 

was always meant to be more than a place of prayer. 

"Though crude in material, and insignificant in dimensions, the Mosque of 

Muhammad is glorious in the history of Islam . 

Here, the Prophet and his Ahle Beyt and Companions spent most of their 

time; here, the daily service, with its oft-recurring prayers was first publicly 

established; and here, the great congregation assembled every Friday, listening 

with reverence and awe to messages from Heaven  etc. Here, the Prophet also 

planned his victories; here he received embassies from vanquished and 

contrite tribes; and from hence issued edicts….  

In 622 CE, immediately after the migration from Makkah to Madinah, the 

Muslims built the ‘Prophet’s Mosque’, and the Prophet himself participated in 

its construction. From that moment the mosque became a focal point of any 

Islamic city. It became a place of worship, a meeting place, an educational 

institute, a place of social activities and a place of rest. 
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The mosque became the center of ritual, social, political and cultural life. 

There is however one function the mosque does not fulfill - it is forbidden to 

engage in business or trading transactions within the mosque confines. 

Although business could not be conducted in the mosque, towns and 

villages complete with markets and merchants would often be built around the 

mosque. This being because the mosque was the center of daily life. Prayers 

were conducted five times a day and the local people would hear the latest 

news both through the sermons and groups that gathered in and outside the 

mosque. Throughout the history of Islam, the mosque has played a major role 

in the spread of Islam and the education of the Muslims. 

Wherever Islam took hold, mosques were established and basic education 

began. Mosques taught the people (men, women, boys and girls) not only to 

recite the Quran and understand Islamic rulings but to read, write and form 

opinions and debate. 

Education via the mosques follows the tradition established by Prophet 

Muhammad. The Prophet’s Mosque was a school and a hostel for the poor and 

wayfarers. 

 

 

Mosques places for other use:  

Almighty Allah says in the Holy Qur'an: 

َما ِ  آَمنَ  َمنْ  ّللاَِّ  َمَساِجدَ  َيْعُمرُ  إ" نَّ لاَلةَ  َوأََقامَ  اْلآلِخرِ  َواْلَيْومِ  ِباّللَّ َكاةَ  َوآَتى الصَّ َ  إِلَّال َيْخشَ  َولَمْ  الزَّ  َفَعَسى   ّللاَّ

ِئكَ 
َ  " اْلُمْهَتِدينَ  ِمنَ  َيُكوُنوا أَنْ  أُول 
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”Only those shall maintain Allah's mosques, who believe in Allah and Last Day, 

and establish prayer and give zakat, and fear no one except Allah. They, 

hopefully, will be among the guided.” (9:18) 

 

In 859CE a university was established in the Qarawiyin   – ike many other 

mosques and places - Mosque in the city of Fes, Morocco. It is considered by 

many to be the oldest university in the world. There were three separate 

libraries containing books on subjects such as religion, science, intellect, and 

languages. 

The mosque conducted classes in various subjects including grammar, 

rhetoric, logic, mathematics, and astronomy and quite possibly history, 

geography and chemistry (Muslim Heritage). Not only were mosques the 

perfect location for education, they also housed the Islamic court system. 

Judges and jurists would meet the daily legal needs of the community as well 

as delivered legal opinions, and conducted research. 

The mosque also became the source of water. The prayer and worship in 

Islam requires believers to perform ritual washing before prayer thus the 

mosque courtyard has traditionally contained water fountains. 

         The decorative effect of water became central to Islamic architecture thus 

intricate and decorative pools and fountains can be found across the Islamic 

world and Andalusia. 

The Sultan Ahmed mosque in Istanbul Turkey and the Mosque of 

Cordoba in Spain contain splendid examples of the decorative effect of water. 

Wells and fountains in mosques cleanse the body and cool the air and in times 

past supplied water to the local community. The mosque is the cornerstone of 
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the Muslim community. Mosques were rarely used as places solely for prayer 

but served as community centers. People went to the mosque for education 

both religious and secular, to settle disputes and visit the library. Mosques 

were places of rest for the poor and destitute as well. Mosques traditionally 

distributed food, donations and clothing to the needy. They taught countless 

generations how to read and memorize the Quran and other Islamic sciences. 

The mosque was the meeting place and the source of news in times of trouble 

and strife. In short the mosque was the center of the Muslim society, but do 

mosques still perform these functions? What is the role of the mosque in the 

21st. century?  

Mosques as Places for wisdom and, intellect  

 "And among His Signs is that, He created for you mates from among 

yourselves, that ye may dwell in tranquility with them, and He has put love and 

mercy between your (hearts): verily in that are Signs for those who reflect 

"(30:21) 

     Although essentially a place of worship, a mosque can be used as a 

center for educational and intellectual activities and social welfare as well as a 

local Muslim community center. Wisdom (‘aql in arabic) is a hidden power of 

thinking and logic.  It discovers unknown realities from the known ones. 

Wisdom makes logical rules using plausible reasoning by induction and 

deduction. Wisdom then reaches useful conclusions and results based on these 

logical rules. There are several synonyms used for wisdom in practice including 

but not limited to reason, intellect, insight, acumen, balance, hikmah, clear 

thinking, comprehension, enlightenment, foresight, good judgment, clear 

judgment, judiciousness, prudence, sagacity, sanity, rationality and 

understanding. Most prevalent antonyms of wisdom are ignorance and 
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stupidity. Quran has put a great amount of emphasis on applying wisdom in all 

matters including gaining the knowledge about God, life after death, 

interpreting history, relationships of various religions, knowing good and evils, 

justice and injustice, freedom and oppression, nature of this world, moral and 

immoral and the purpose of this life. Islam as a worldview is rooted in 

knowledge, intellectual exertion, and reason. The Qur’an repeatedly invites us 

to believe in Allah, the one true fashioner of the universe, by imploring us to 

ponder over the creation of the cosmos. As a result of this importance, the 

Qur'an acknowledges the authority of wisdom. Imam Sadiq (a.s)also said: The 

unintelligent is fit for nothing and the unknowledgeable is unintelligent. He 

who understands will be excellent and he who is clement will be triumphant. 

The Qur'an, in various ways, confirms the authority of wisdom. Hundreds of 

verses can be cited in which the Qur'an indicates that such and such a matter 

have been mentioned for wisdom to reflect on. In one instance, the Qur'an 

refers to this issue in a striking statement : 

"Surely the worst of beasts in God's sight are those that are deaf and dumb 

and do not reason ".  (8:22) 

        Of course, it is obvious that the Qur'an does not mean the physically deaf 

and dumb, but those who do not want to listen to truth, or those who, when 

they hear, do not wish to admit it with their tongues. In the view of the Qur'an, 

the ears which are unable to listen to truth and which are only used for 

listening to absurd and nonsensical things are deaf. The tongue which is merely 

used to utter nonsense is dumb. The people, who do not reason, are those 

who do not make use of their wisdom and their faculty of thought. Such are 

not fit to be called human beings. The Qur'an includes them among the beasts. 

In another verse, the Qur'an explains that even though humans are free to 
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choose between disbelief and belief, however this freedom of choice is only 

granted by Allah. Further, it warns us of severe consequences of not using 

wisdom : 

"And it is not for a soul to believe except by permission of Allah, and He will 

place defilement upon those who will not use reason." (10:100)  

In other words, Quran does not consider those people as wise who do not 

believe on Allah, his plan and his prophets. Not using wisdom and reason 

degrades humanity and entraps humans into all kinds of harms. Further, the 

true believers are full of wisdom and free of any ignorance and harms. 

Finally, the mosque is the place from which the Message of Islam was 

launched, and the place from where the Muslim leaders began their glorious 

journeys, carrying the Message of Allah to the whole world. It was a modest 

mosque, its carpet was of pebbles, it was lit at night and its roof was made of 

the branches of palm trees. Therefore, we should not occupy ourselves with 

decorating the mosque at the expense of disregarding its real role and turning 

it into a place of strife, disputes and racism. We have sunk to a level today 

where we are witnessing our mosques being placed into the hands of the 

disbelievers who are dividing us into nationalities. Thinking about of the life 

style of prophet and his Ahle Beyt and companions and their followers from 

beginning of Islam till this century shows us Mosques could be used over than 

prayers and has good role for distributing  and growing the intellectual 

capacity of Ummah. The spiritual and especial space of mosque able to man to 

have pure his mind without belonging to phenomena and common happens 

around the world so he rise up by his intellectual activity which is guided by 



9 
 

Allah.  Avicenna4,Mulla Sadra Shirazi5, Allameh Tabatabaie6,Imam Khomeini 

and many others of thinkers ,theologians and philosophers have used to 

offering their teaching or advising from the mosques itself. It happened, maybe 

because of this verse of Holy Quran:  

مَ  َوَمنْ                           القلوب َتْقوي ِمن َفإنَّها ّللاّ  شعائِرَ  ُيَعظِّ

 )32 /حج(

 

Suggestions: 

 

 Return to youth generation and trying to have more gathering of 

them in the mosques. 

 Knowing and discussing in intellectual context with audience by 

Imams. 

 The mosques are solely for Allah and not for any group or party or 

for any particular nationality or race For example, today we have 

Pakistani mosques, Bengali mosques, Syrian mosques, Persian 

mosques, Kurdish mosques, Turkish mosques and so on. We also 

have mosques belonging to various Islamic groups, parties and 

Schools of Thought, and each one prevents others from carrying 

the Message with excuses, concealing the real reason which is the 
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yearning for power, leadership, and authority, and the satisfaction 

of the instinct of survival.Allah say  :" and the mosques are for 

Allah, so invoke not anyone besides Allah".[72:18] 

 وآخر دعوانا ان الحمد هلل رب العالمین
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