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ABSTRACT 

 
Security is part of life. It is obligatory to survive. Social security is the mostly 

needed one for all social being; especially for the mankind. It also confirms the 

establishment of the rule of law and peace in a society. Islam, the way of 

submission, has definitely a relation with modern society and civilization, and 

Islam has been helpful to humanity in general and it has an everlasting influence 

on the development of human society. Today, however, people are mostly 

imbued with the spirit of toleration and love of truth and liberty. The followers of 

different religions make earnest efforts to spread out their own faith and to fix 

their standards even farther afield. Though, the laws of social security in Islam 

do not exist in codified form, those are intelligible and logically confirmable by 

the injunctions of the Qur`an, Hadith, precedents of the 'Righteous Caliphate' 

and the views of the jurists deduced from the original sources through Qiyas and 

Ijtihad. In order to examine these laws of social security with reference to non-

Muslim subjects of an Islamic State, one should have alternative to these 

sources. At present, it is extremely important to find out strategy to ensuring 

social security form the disparity of place. But unfortunately no outstanding 

institution has grown up to find out with up to date approaches and to try 

establishing social security laws of Islam as it should be. For example, we can 

say, Zakah, Ushar, Sadaka, Waqf or other charity resources in our Muslim 

society are being mistreated; although it is the main stream of ensuring security 

and its development. We would try to discuss on these matters.]  
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Introduction: Security is one of the prior concerns. It is needed for all. Without security none 

can carry on. Social security is also considered necessary. In a sense, as a social being it is more 

essential than other. So, from the very beginning of human life social security is a burning issue. 

Even in the contemporary world its application is unchanged. Day after day its demands are 

increasing. Because it is the most fundamental and asking matter in human beings. The topic, 

therefore, demands immense consideration.  

At present, we are facing social insecurity over the world. There are both poor and rich countries 

in the Muslim arena. While some of them enjoy the highest per capita income in the world, 

there are others living at the verge of poverty line. Neither it is our expectation, nor the 

reflection of beauty of Islam. Totally it is not in favor of Islamic way of life. On the other hand, 

we know the social insecurity is the main obstacle to establish a welfare society. When Prophet 

of Islam says, “None of you will have faith till he wishes for his (Muslim) brother what he likes 

for himself."2 'To feed (the poor) and greet those whom you know and those whom you do not 

Know;3 then how it is possible to his followers’ society to ignore the questions of social security. 

Query is there. We are research on what we are missing or failing to carry out.   

Let us make an effort to explain the meaning of social security, its sense and conception, 

problems of contemporary society and the ruling of Islam in this regard. We believe that the 

Qur`an, the best and the only protected divine book that can solve all the problems of society. 

For this reason we should seek out the solution of our problems in the light of Qur`an and 

Sunnah.  

Meaning of social security: The term `social security’ has recently come into common usage. 

Word `security’ means- the state of being free from danger or threat, the safety of a state or 

organization against criminal activity such as terrorism, theft, or espionage, procedures followed 

or measures taken to ensure the security of a state or organization, the state of feeling safe, 

stable, and free from fear or anxiety, 4 and safekeeping, protection, safety, precautions etc.  

                                                           
2 . Shahi Bukhari, Vol. 1, Book 2, Hadith 6. 
3 . Shahi Bukhari, Vol. 1, Book 2, Hadith 12. 
4 . Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary.  
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'Social security' denotes the programmes established by law to provide for the economic 

security and social welfare of the individual and collective. Nowadays, these programmes have 

generally assumed the shape of old-age pension, unemployment allowance, medical allowance, 

death compensation, disability allowance, family allowance etc.  

It is elementary human right. Namely- sudden sickness, death, disability, disease, 

unemployment, fire, flood, storm, drowning, accidents related to transportation, and the 

financial loss caused by them are the reasons, even the traveler’s financial security are included 

into it. This certainly requires that social security should be treated as a basic human need over 

a very wide range of human activities and situations.  

Modern concept of social security: The concept of social security originated in realization by the 

state or authority of its responsibility to make available its citizens adequately against certain 

contingencies like old-age pension, unemployment allowance, medical allowance, death 

compensation, disability allowance, family allowance, etc. In particular, it refers to the social 

insurance portion of that act, which uses contributions made by workers and employers to 

provide income to people and their families during retirement or in the case of unemployment, 

disability or death. 

Some European authors are trying to trace the evolution of these laws to some practices of the 

late medieval period. But the truth is that Europe first got acquainted with the laws of social 

security at the end of the last century only. By the beginning of the 20th century most of the 

European countries initiated transmission of laws in this direction. In United States of America, 

except the Workman's Compensation Act passed in 1908, no significant legislation was enacted 

until 1935 when the Congress passed the Social Security Act. In the United States, social security 

provides a minimum "foundation of protection" for retired workers, and for workers and their 

families who face a loss of income due to disability or the death of a family wage earner. Social 

security allows people to live independently and with dignity. Let us cite some definition of 

social security conception briefly:   

Maurice Stack said, “Social security is a programme of protection provided by society against 

those contingencies of modern life sickness, unemployment, old age dependency, industrial 
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accidents and individualisms against which the individual cannot be expected to protect himself 

and his family by his own ability or foresight.”5 

Encyclopedia of Social Work in India (1967) wrote about definition of social problem, “Social 

security ensures a person against economic distress resulting from various contingencies and 

assures him a minimum level of living consistent with the nation’s capacity to pay.”6 

Robert L. Barker also said in his book ‘The Social Work Dictionary, “Social security the provisions 

society makes to provide income support for citizens whose incomes are lost because of 

countering statutory defined hazards. Such as being old, sick, young or unemployment.”7 

Islamic concept of social security: Islam has an unmistakable concept about ensuring social 

security of human. It is a religion of submission and brought a total change in all spheres of 

existence. It has revolutionized many societies, both in the east and the west.8 Doctrine of Islam 

is protecting their follower from all kinds of uncertainty and ensuring their tranquility and 

happiness in the life of Earth and Heaven. Establishment of Islamic State is also a precondition of 

ensuring social security on the basis of Islamic doctrine. There is no alternative to the 

implementation Islamic rules and regulations in every stage of society, for the reason that, Islam 

is the final code for human beings; not partial or unfinished directory of personal and collective 

life. In this basis, we claim with firm determination that Islamic state or society is a symbol of all 

sorts of security. It has many institutions for the sake of protection of their inhabitants-without 

bindings of their creed, color, race and beliefs. 

The concept of social security in Islam originates from the following verses of the Qur’an and 

the Hadith which instructed the believers to ensuring social security: 

                                                           
5. Maurice Stack in Walter A. Fried Lander, Introduction to Social Welfare, Prentice Hall, New Jersey. 

1968. p.5. 

6 . Encyclopedia of Social Work in India, Vol-2, 1967, p.302. 

7 . Robert L. Barker, The Social Work  Dictionary, Washington DC, 1995, p.355-56. 

8. Islamic Thought Growth and development, Edited by Mohamed Taher, New Delhi, 1998, Preface.   
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1. They ask thee, (O Muhammad), what they shall spend. Say: That which ye spend for 

good (must go) to parents and near kindred and orphans and the needy and the 

wayfarer. And whatsoever good ye do; Lo! Allah is Aware of it.9  

2. And in whose wealth there is a right acknowledged. For the beggar and the 

destitute.10 

3. The alms are only for the poor and the needy, and those who collect them, and those 

whose hearts are to be reconciled and to free the captives and the debtors, and for 

the cause of Allah, and (for) the wayfarers; a duty imposed by Allah. Allah is Knower, 

Wise.11 

4. And in their wealth the beggar and the outcast had due share.12 

5. Allah's Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, "Everyone of you is a guardian and is responsible for his 

charges. The ruler who has authority over people, is a guardian and is responsible for 

them, a man is a guardian of his family and is responsible for them; a woman is a 

guardian of her husband's house and children and is responsible for them; a slave 

('Abu) is a guardian of his master's property and is responsible for it; so all of you are 

guardians and are responsible for your charges."13 

6. The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, "I am closer to the believers than their selves in this world 

and in the Hereafter, and if you like, you can read Allah's Statement: "The Prophet 

 is closer to the believers than their own selves." (33.6) So, if a true believer dies (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)

and leaves behind some property, it will be for his inheritors (from the father's side), 

and if he leaves behind some debt to be paid or needy offspring, then they should 

come to me as I am the guardian of the deceased."14 

From the above mentioned verses of the Qur’an and hadith of the Holy Prophet, it is obvious 

to us that ensuring social security is the most important in Islam. In absence of Islamic state 

                                                           
9 . Al-Qur`an, 2:15. 

10. Al-Qur`an, 70:24-25.  

11 . Al-Qur`an, 9:60. 

12 . Al-Qur`an, 51:19. 

13 .  Sahih al-Bukhari, Vol. 3, Book 46, Hadith 730. 

14 . Sahih al-Bukhari, Vol. 3, Book 41, Hadith 584. 
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responsible to provide for the poor, Islam also enjoins upon its rich followers to help their poor 

relatives, friends and neighbors.  

In Islam, right from the beginning, fulfillment of the basic needs of the subjects was conceived to 

be the concern of the state. Non-Muslims are also included in one of the categories of the 

recipients. 15 While prescribing laws for the distribution of Zakah, the Qur`an includes them 

among those 'whose hearts are to be conciliated'.16  

Importance of social security: Social security is the apex desire of a social being. It is an 

indisputable matter. Now it is a burning global issue. Issue of security is the most essential for 

individual and shared life. Therefore, Islam gives special emphasis on this issue. It is an irony of 

fate that Muslim society is by and large unsecured. Most of the movements and their leaders in 

the world have made it their goal to solve this issue in their respective countries, and to point 

out its massive meaning and significance. Simultaneously security is also the most popular and 

customary issue in the modern world. 

Social security laws, according to a jurist, are “those legal mechanisms primarily concerned to 

ensure the provision for the individual of a cash income adequate, when taken along with the 

benefits in kind provided by other social services, to ensure for him a culturally acceptable 

minimum standard of living when the normal means of doing so fail.”17 

Many Muslim jurists have taken the concept of state responsibility for meeting the basic needs 

of every eligible citizen that they have ruled that the allegiance of the Islamic state depends 

upon this condition. If the state fails to provide these needs to its citizens, it gives up its right to 

their compliance. 

                                                           

15. See about Zakah_ Al-Qur'an,  2:43,83,110, 5:12,7:156, 9:11,60,103, 22:78, 23:4, 24:56, 30:39, 73:20, 

98:5.   

16 . Dr. Ibrahim B.Syed, Social Security in Islam,  IRF. 

17. Dr. Muhammad Sharif Chaudhry, Fundamentals of Islamic Economic System, http://www. muslimtents. 

Com. 

http://www/
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At present, ensuring social security is the most significant issue. Importance of ensuring the 

social security is not for today, its forever; it becomes from the very early stage of human being. 

At this moment it is an apex priority issue in the modern world. The social security is a ruler’s 

duty to citizens or, in a more up to date language, a government’s duty to its people as it has an 

obligation to enable them, at least, to lead the minimum standard of life and to offer assistance 

to all who desire it. 

Differences between Islamic and conventional security approach: There are momentous 

differences between Islamic and conventional social security conception. Mainly, these are 

philosophical and empirical. We know the conventional approaches are based on only earthly 

life. So, there is no scope to relate here with hereafter for the reason of their secular viewpoint. 

But directions of social security of Islam are based on its faith, both on here and hereafter. So, it 

is totally different and better approach than the conventional ones. Now, we can quote some 

disparity like this: 

 Islam recognized it both as a part of faith and a premier good deed (Amal-e-Salah).  

 Prophet of Islam himself is the Role Model of ensuring social security of humankind. 

 Islamic Shariah law has given utmost priority on it as well as acknowledged as a 

condition of success in both lives. Besides this, performer of all sorts of good deeds will 

be specially rewarded hereafter; though they received something or not. 

 On the ground of faith that Islam insists their followers be duel accountable system- 

here and hereafter. And each and everyone must be liable for their own responsibilities. 

On the other hand conventional approach is only here.  

 From the very beginning Islam gives its general outline and opens its way of strategy. 

Side by side it was demonstrated successfully.   

In fact, Muslim society will be secured from all aspect, not only social security. There is no scope 

of clash with any other. In such a society the chances of class conflict are eliminated and 

confrontation between haves and have-nots becomes irrelevant. 

Resources of social security in Islam: The ensuring of the social security depends on 

administrative work-plan and monetary capability of an authority. Resources of credible social 

security are dependent on the state power. Islamic state has constant policy and strategy to 
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uphold their inhabitants; particularly for the deprived residents. Without state it is not capable 

to run up to the mark. We know well that Islam does not seek to restrict human rights or 

privileges to the boundaries of such a state. Islam has laid down universal fundamental rights for 

humanity which are to be observed and respected in all circumstances. These and other 

provisions have been laid down by Islam as fundamental rights for every man by virtue of his 

status as a human being. For this purpose Islamic State enhances its treasury or Bitulmal system 

by some sources. 

In absence of Islamic state what will be our duties and responsibilities to ensure social security? 

Have any scope for Ummah to ignore or avoid it? No, it is obligatory to all individuals of Muslim 

Ummah into their ability. In these circumstances, it should be mandatory that we can find out 

sustainable way of playing role in this field suitably.  

 Main sources of social security are briefly discussed below: 

1. Zakah: Zakah18 is the first institution of social security in Islam. State is responsible for 

collecting Zakah and making arrangements for its distribution. Non-payment of it is equivalent 

to waging war against the State. In the Islamic State Zakah has a great role in enhancing and 

ensuring the social security. Many Islamic scholars consider that Zakah, the social security 

establishment as it is obligatory, has specific recipients, and is of a prearranged amount (Nisab). 

In previous Islamic eras, Zakah, used to be deposited in the Public Treasury19, and thus could 

contribute to the economic development of the State. The Islamic law makes the obligation of 

Zakah a right for the poor and needy, so as to set every Muslim free from the enslavement of 

fear and hunger. The Zakah is based on the fact that man has created nothing but he adds to the 

                                                           
18 . In Arabic, Zakah means to grow, to purify and to increase. When said about a person, it means „to 

improve, to become better. Consequently, Zakah means, blessing, growth, cleanliness, purification or 

betterment (Sadeq, 2002). In the Islamic law, the word Zakah refers to the determined share of wealth 

prescribed by Allah to be distributed among the categories of those entitled to receive it. It is a compulsory 

payment by the wealthy to the economically underprivileged (Mathews and Tlemsani, 2003). 

 
19 . Surplus wealth should go to the treasury (Baitul Maal ) of the Islamic government, as was the case 

during the time of the rightly-guided Khalifas. Therefore, in this system, there is no question of 

individual, or group investment. Public treasury means Bitul-mal.       



Proceeding of the International Conference on Masjid, Zakat and Waqf (IMAF 2015)  
(e-ISBN 978-967-13087-0-7). 1-2 December 2015, Shah Alam, Selangor, MALAYSIA.  Page 9 
 

utilities of things. Here, it is a must to give the right of the poor and needy for the cause of Allah, 

realizing the security and subsistence of every individual in society (Kahf, 1989).  

2. Infãq fi Sabi-lillah:  All kinds of assistance in the path of Allah are included here. These 

assistances must be only for the sake of Allah (SWT). Infãq fi Sabi-lillah is a glorious opportunity 

of a contributor. Because, the return of this contribution is boundless. So everyone should 

attempt to achieve this. This is the main theme of Islamic charity works. If we look to the 

western concepts of social security systems we shall find that they are the outcome of human 

mind, but the social security system of Islam is divine in character and based entirely on the 

Qur'an and Sunnah. It is a system to accomplish the high standard of morality expressed under 

the term ‘righteousness’. The Glorious Qur'an states that, “It is not righteousness that ye turn 

your faces towards East or West; but it is righteousness, to believe in Allah and the Last Day, and 

the Angels and the Book, and the Messengers; to spend your substance, or love for Him, for 

your kin, for orphans, for the needy, for the wayfarer, for those who ask, and for the ransom of 

slaves; to be steadfast in prayer, and give Zakah, to fulfill the contracts which ye have made; and 

to be firm and patient, in pain (or suffering) and adversity, and throughout all periods of panic, 

such are the people of truth, the God-fearing”.20  

Keeping in view, the obligations enjoined in the above verse, which man has to fulfill in life, the 

Qur'an affixes enormous significance to offer material help to the needy and the poor. The 

Qur'an confirms this: “By no means shall ye attain righteousness unless ye give (freely) of that 

which ye love; and whatever ye give, Allah knoweth it well”.21 Prophet Muhammad (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) has 

very wisely explained this point of view: “Everyone is a keeper unto every other and responsible 

for the welfare of all.”  

In an Islamic society the rich, as such, cannot be unmindful of their brethren in need. According 

to Al-Qur'an,22 wealth is not to circulate among the rich only. It must serve useful purpose and 

should be grown through traffic and trade as stated in verse of Al-Qur’an.23 It is noteworthy to 

                                                           
20. Al-Qur'an,  11:177. 

21. Al-Qur'an, 111:92.  

22 . Al-Qur'an, 59:7. 

23 . Al-Qur'an, 4: 29. 
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mention at this point, that the most important institution, which implements the concept of 

social security in Islam, is the system of the compulsory payment of Zakah, which is supported 

by Infãq fi Sabi-IilIah24 and Nafaqat aI-Wàjibah25 and the prohibition of Riba.26 

It is notable that waqf is a important source of Islamic treasury. Also, it is included in Infãq fi 

Sabi-IilIah. It refers to the gift of money, property or other items to charity. It is an endowment 

by a Muslim or assignment of revenues for religious or charitable purposes in a form of trust, 

meaning that the revenues may not be shifted to another purpose. The basic rules governing 

waqf trusts are laid down in the Shari'ah, but interpretation and implementation may vary in 

different Muslim societies. 

In countries like Saudi Arabia, Malaysia, Libya, Pakistan and Sudan, governments or their 

agencies are responsible for the collection and distribution of Zakah. In these countries, Zakah 

implementation is through obligatory payment to the government. On the other hand, countries 

such as Kuwait, Jordan, Iraq, Oman, Qatar, Bahrain, Bangladesh and Indonesia have established 

specialized institutions or funds for the collection and distribution of Zakah (Kahf, 1997). 

In Islamic law, social security will be ensured by the guardian of state. They will be responsible 

to ensuring the securities of inhabitants. In absence of Islamic state, Capable Muslims will be 

responsible individually or collectively. They can perform their job like giving Zakah. It is an 

alternative instance in front of us that the obligation of Zakah is not in any way affected if 

                                                           
24 . Expenditure in the path of Allah. Namely Zakah, sadakah, expenditure for Zihad etc. 

25. Nafaqat al-wajibah means all kinds of obligatory religious expenditure. 

26. The term Riba in the Quran encompasses more than "interest." Riba is the foundation of an economic 

system that is so directly opposed to the economic system of the Quran. that Allah Almighty asks 

believers in the Quran to declare that this system is a war against "Allah Almighty and the Prophet 

 .and, therefore, to fight it. See about riba_ Al-Qur'an, 2: 275-280, 3: 130, 4: 161, 30:39 (2:279) " ,(ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)

Riba means usury, interest. Included is that given on commercial as well as consumer loans. Islam 

prohibited it for upcoming time. A.yusuf Ali said, undue profit made, not in the way of legitimate trade, 

out of loans of gold and silver and necessary articles of food, such as wheat, barley, dates and salt 

(according to the list mentioned by the Holy  Apostle himself). My definition would include profiteering 

of all kinds, but exclude economic credit, the creature of modern banking and finance.” [Footnote no-324 

of  The Holy Quran, p.111.] 
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governments neglect it or in the absence of an Islamic government or constituted agencies. 

Where government or its agencies are not responsible for Zakah administration, individual 

Muslims remain religiously duty-bound to give away their due Zakah by distributing directly or 

through charitable organizations to the particular recipients in order to accomplish its socio-

economic objectives. 

Paradigm of social security in Islam: As a comprehensive law giver of humanity, Islam projected 

a unique model of ensuring social security system at very beginning of its journey, under the 

leadership of its founder Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) and His righteous accompany-Khulafa-al-Rashedeen. 

This will be the role model of us for the present and the end of our earthly life, because of 

unending characteristics of Divine law.     

Indeed, Islam is the only religion for human being to ensuring their all sorts of right. So that 

Islam, on the contrary, calls upon all the people irrespective of time, place and race. It does not 

deny the existence of the contradictions, but it emphasizes the truth. Islam does not limit itself 

to the Muslim only. Islam says that any man can enjoy liberty in a society to that extent which 

Allah permits, because He is the only all-knowing: good and bad. Allah says, O mankind! Worship 

your Lord, who created you and those before you, that you may become righteous.”27  For this 

basis we seek out the solution of our problems in our life from the Qur`an and Sunnah- this is 

called Shariah.28  

In this ground, Zakah has a great role. Many scholars consider Zakah the social security 

establishment as it is obligatory, and it has specific recipients and a fixed amount. Side by side, 

all kinds of donation in the way of Allah was an important source to manage financial 

participation.  

In those eras, these are Zakah and Infãq fi Sabi-IilIah enriched the then public treasury being 

collected by the rulers. And that is what supported the then desired economic development. 

                                                           
27 . Al-Qur'an, 2: 21. 

28. The term Sharia means "way" or "path to the water source"; it is the legal framework within which the 

public and some private aspects of life are regulated for those living in a legal system based on Muslim 

principles of jurisprudence.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muslim
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jurisprudence
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The features of social security system during the time of Caliph Umar ibn al-Khattãb were as 

follows:  

i) Head of the state was conscious about the social security of the citizens. 

ii) Social, economic, and political justice prevailed.  

iii) State revenues were strong due to wise planning and strict administration.  

iv) Institution of Zakah and Sadaqah29 was effectively used for social security.   

v) Social security system was implemented for all the citizens irrespective of class and 

creed.  

vi) Provision of food, clothing, shelter, necessary medical care, education, matrimonial 

aid, old age benefits, stipends and interest-free loans to the needy citizens of the 

State.  

vii) General social security for all the citizens of the state.30 

 

At present, it is our duty that we will decide our strategy on the basis of above mentioned 

instance of regime of the Khulafa Al-Rashedeen. At that time, we can ensure social security in 

our society.  

 

A prospective contemporary model: We know Dynamism is one of the main characteristics of 

Islamic Shariah law. And, Social security law is an important part and parcel of Islamic society 

and state building approach. Therefore, Social security with dynamic Shariah direction cannot 

stop for a moment, though it needs right atmosphere. At present, it may run smoothly or with 

difficulty, but cannot be stopped. As well as, we believe that it is applicable forever. Not only 

that, it is multifaceted too. So, in the absence of Islamic state we cannot refrain from 

implementing these important provisions of Islamic law. So far, we should invest our best effort 

to establishing this in spite of all limitations.  

Now, I would like to present in front of you a contemporary model approach to ensuring social 

security as bellow: 

Model approach (Short) 

                                                           
29. The root meaning of Sadaqaa is truth and power. Islamic scholars interpret both Zakah and Sadaqaa as 

charity.  

30. Dr. Ibrahim B. Syed, Social Security in Islam,  IRF. 
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Introduction: Masjid is the house of Allah. At the time of Prophets this institution was 

considered the heart of society for the purpose of here and the hereafter. Every people were 

called here for two purposes at five times in a day- one is prayer (Salah) and other is welfare 

(Falah) which will be continued to the Day of Resurrection. Therefore, again, we should start 

Masjid based Falah or welfare programme (social security) for the sake of humanity, especially 

for Muslim Ummah. On the other hand, we teach our children in their childhood how to make 

ablution, to perform prayer but do not teach them to do good deeds practically (Amal-e-Saleh). 

This programme will be pragmatic instance for them. I hope, it will be more practical and 

universal. This project can be implemented with the active participation of all members of the 

society who are somehow connected with Masjid. It maybe more effective at this moment all 

over the world. 

 

 Name of project: Masjid-based social security scheme. 

 Vision: To build a prosperous Ummah. 

 Objective: Promoting the welfare of humanity for the sake of Allah by trying to ensuring 

their social security. 

 Implementing Authority: Existing Masjid authority /a separate committee. 

 Project area: Respective Masjid area. 

 Project office: Respective Masjid complex or the adjacent convenient place. 

 Project Type: Absolute socio-religious activities. 

 The regular activities: To ensure social security and providing religious activities 

regarding society, like- poor and meritorious students’ scholarships, educational 

assistance, limited rehabilitation programme, health and medical services, attempt to 

create moral values, etc. 

 Financial year: Ramadan to Ramadan period is to be calculated. 

 Sources of income: Local people’s donations, Zakah- sadakah, devotees regular 

(weekly/monthly), the project enlisted family members’ regular monthly donation, 

granting a one-off donation. 

 The desired result: The programme will be contributed to ensuring social security and 

reducing poverty in the society targeted. The people living in the community will 

gradually develop a spirit of mutual cooperation and relationship. Our children will be 
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habituated from their early age to stand beside the poor. And the poor people of the 

current generation will come closer too. On the other hand, it will play an important role 

in the establishment of national unity and solidarity. Naturally, people’s wicked 

attitudes will be reduced gradually. 

 
Application of Islamic law of social security in Bangladesh: Islam, unlike other religions, does 

not confine itself to outlining the system of worship and rituals and to defining the relation 

between man and his Creator. It offers a complete code of conduct. The Islamic system has 

many sub-systems contributing to the attainment of the goals of the whole system. Islamic 

system has been the most progressive of all in its early years. But it lost its affect later not 

because of any inherent inability of its own to meet the new challenges, but because of its 

mismanagement by the followers of the faith. In our country we are facing this problem.  

It is needless to say that the importance of ensuring social security from Bangladesh point of 

view. Basically our countrymen are peace loving and pious. Their demands are very simple. But 

they are living without meeting their basic needs even after 45 years of our independence. Till 

now our poverty rate is 25.6%, per capita income of Bangladesh is $1,044 (for July-April period), 

literacy rate is 65% and health facilities are very poor. On the other hand, day by day economic 

disparity is widening amongst our countrymen. For these reason our social harmony is affected.  

We know that Government tried to enhance purchasing power of the ultra-poor and the rural 

middle and lower middle classes communities who are worst affected by price inflation. And 

also they have fixed a target to reach middle-income country.  

In this regard, Zakah and Sadaqah fund can give us a huge support in this activity. On the basis of 

a rough statistics, maybe, this sector will contribute near about 20,000 core taka per year. And it 

will be continuous source of getting money to meet up social security. But there is a little 

problem. Till now, government of Bangladesh has not gained the power of dependability and to 

show the capacity of properly utilizing the Zakah fund among concerned people. There is a lack 

of confidence between government and Zakah givers. It is the main problem to institutionalize 

the Zakah system in Bangladesh.  



Proceeding of the International Conference on Masjid, Zakat and Waqf (IMAF 2015)  
(e-ISBN 978-967-13087-0-7). 1-2 December 2015, Shah Alam, Selangor, MALAYSIA.  Page 15 
 

So far, Zakah is not just giving money to feed the poor, but it is also a means for beating poverty 

through providing supplementary access to employment opportunities. If we are able to collect 

Zakah and Sadaqah properly from our rich men, Ins`haallah within very short time we will be 

able to ensure social security of countrymen. 

Nowadays, we can undertake some initiatives from our Zakah and Sadaqah fund. Maybe, that 

will be implemented in these ways:   

i. Mosque -based social security scheme. 

ii. Program for Mosque based Al-Qura’n teaching & Mass Literacy. 

ii. Imam & Muazzen Diploma/training program for improving their knowledge of Islamic and 

socio-economic condition.  

iii. Interest free income generating scheme for poverty alleviation. 

iv. Community based children welfare program (disabled, abandoned and orphan care 

centre) and primary health care center. 

v. Ideal village development project in the field of moral and socio-economic arena.  

vi. Mosque based relief distribution program in the time of disaster or any crisis.  

vii. Improving community harmony program among the Muslim and others.  

viii. Government may take Mosque-based initiatives to remove the misunderstanding about 

Islam and to deter abusive activities in the name of Islam.   

ix. Mosque-based pure water supply project etc.  

Bangladesh is an ideal country of interfaith harmony, peace loving people and dedicated 

Muslims in Asia. Many of them are not conscious of their livelihood status and position. They are 

also people of least demands. On this ground application of Islamic law for ensuring social 

security in Bangladesh perspective is very much promising and significant. We believe that the 

aim of Islamic social security system is to satisfy every possible human need.  
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These needs can broadly be classified into two categories: 

i. Primary needs i.e., food, clothing, housing and necessary medical care, and  

ii. Secondary needs i.e., education, matrimony, old age benefits and social services etc. 

Non-Muslims are also included as one of the recipients of Zakah. 

Conclusion: In absences of Islamic state, on the basis of application of Islamic Shariah law, 

moderately, we can ensure social security at each and every place of over the Muslim world. We 

can create an ideal scope of better life to the member of Muslim Ummah, as well as others of 

that society. In this context, we are in need of being careful and deep analysis on it. Also, we 

have to understand the issue avoiding the minor technicalities. No one can pass it up. And we 

are also to know that lacking self-assurance or protection man cannot live a single moment with 

peace and happiness. Reality is that insecurity does not give any kind of satisfaction or progress 

in people’s life. It is a fact that human beings keep up their spreading out and expansion on basis 

of their social defense. For this reason social security is the most essential and basic 

requirement of human life. It is also key target of their common life. So rightly Islam gave us 

everlasting instruction on it. May our only Law giver and Sustainer Allah (SWT) give us to 

understand this truth and guide on this way. Ameen.  


